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Secretary, The
From: Bob Rutkowski [rutkowski@terraworld.net)
Sent: Saturday, September 08, 2001 11:00 PM
To: George W. Busf® 7 ™ r A
Cc: Secretary, The ~ = 7~ - L T N,
Subject. DIRECT SECRETARY ABRAHAM TO ATTEND YUCCA MOUNTA&! HEARINGS

The Honourable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

| am writing to express my profound concern and sincere disappointment with
the angoing Yucca Mountain site suitability recommendation process being
conducted by your Department of Energy (DOE). As you know, Yucca Mountain,
Nevada is being considered for development as a spent nuclear fuel and
high-ievel nuclear waste geologic repository. What you may not know are the
disturbing details of how the DOE is manipulating the process in

contravention of sound science and sound public policy.

Last year, you pledged to base any Yucca Mountain decision on sound science
and to wark with state and local governments to address concerns about

safety and transportation issues. | belleve Nevadans viewed this commitment
as a promise to have greater consideration of the views of the state in

making this controversial decision. The public hearing neld racently in

North Las Vegas, Nevada, which is the first public hearing on the possibie

site recommendation for Yucca Mountain, was largely a missed opporiunity to
achisve that goal.

The hearing recently was a poor attempt to gauge pubiic sentiment in
Nevada regarding the proposed Yucca Mountain repository. | am particutarly
troubled by numerous complaints about the hearing. First, |

understand that the relatively inaccessible location of the site at the
Department of Energy's office in North Las Vegas prevented many Nevadans
from attending. Second, the public had to run a gauntlet of fences and
guards just to get into the hearing and the facility was too small for the
number of people who wanted to participate. Finally, many potential
participanis were unable to remain for the duration of the seven and
one-half hour hearing due to child care and other family responsibilities

and were therefore denied their opportunity fo comment on the pian in
person.

| respectfully request that you direct the Honourahle Spencer Abraham,
Sacretary of Energy, to attend all future public hearings in Nevada so that
he can personally interact with the citizens of Nevada and in turn share

their concerns with you. The final decision on Yucca Mountain

affects the health and safety of every Nevadan and is too consequential to
be made with any bias. | am confident that the Sacretary's presence at these
hearings will provide him with a befter understanding of this issue.

Unfortunately, Secretary Abraham was not present to witness the heartfelt
testimony of those who overcame significant logistical ocbstacles, some of
which are recounted above. The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA)
explicitly requires DOE to hold public meetings in Nevada to hear from
Nevadans. The Secretary's personal attendance is important to Nevadans and
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seems reasonable given the magnilude of the DOE's proposal and the intense
opposition in our state. Failure to honour the spirit of the NWPA further
undermines the credibility of the DOE and its biased characterization of the
proposed repository.

It is important to remember that the purpose of this hearing was 1o hear

public comment on a series of documents consisting of tens of thousands of
written pages that DOE has been working on for nearly two decades. This is a
daunting chalienge for even the most sophisticated citizen and | hope that
you will ensure that ali citizens have appropriate time 1o participate in

the public review. The citizens of Nevada have not had the time or
opportunity for a full and fair hearing of their concerns on this most

important decision, which threatens the health, safety and quality of life

of all Nevadans.

Thank you for the opportunity to bring these remarks to your attention.
Mindful of the enormous responsibilities which stand before you, [ am,

Yours sincerely,
Robert E. Rutkowski, Esq.

cC:
Secretary Spencer Abraham

2527 Faxon Court

Topeka, Kansas 66605-2086
Fax/Phone: 1 785 379-9671

E-mail: r_e_rutkowski@hotmail.com
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